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SUMMARY

This report is for information only and briefly sets out the process for the
formation of a Town Council.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Committee discuss and note the information within the report.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

The report was requested by the Committee.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Not to discuss the item.

REPORT

In a report to this Committee on 13 February 2013 | set out the then current
procedure for the formation of a new Parish Council which could then be
designated a Town or Community Council.



The Government have been anxious to make this procedure simpler to
encourage more Parish Councils to be formed in line with the localism
agenda.

There was a consultation from October 2012 to 9 January 2013 and Central
Government published a response to the consultation in September 2013.

At Appendix A | show the flow chart showing the process as it was then in
summary. [NOT ATTACHED AS PROCESS HAS CHANGED]

Changes proposed following consultation:-
These changes will be implemented by September 2014.

The Government will change the law to limit the timescales to 12 months from
receipt of the petition, rather than the agreement of the Terms Of Reference.
They feel this will still give time for the complex Community Reviews to take
place.

They will legislate to reduce the number of signatures required on the petition.
This will be 7.5% of electors in the area for all except very small communities.
The Government will make it easier for Community Forums to transition to
Parish Councils. These proposals are a little vague in the response and we
will have to wait the legislation to see what it means. However in this case
BTAC are already an established entity. Neighbourhood Forums will need
neighbourhood plans approved at a referendum by electors before they can
proceed to a petition stage. Neighbourhood Forms with their plan approved
will then be able to initiate the Community Governance Review although the
decisions on it will rest with the Local Authority.



There will be amendments to how the Community Review itself is carried out
with particular reference to clearer definitions about “effectiveness” and
‘convenience”.

There will be more guidance on elections following a successful review and
an internal review of the decision. There will be no right of appeal.

Detailed guidance on the evidence that would need to be supplied to the
Community governance Review can be found at:

www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/quidancecommunitygovernance2010

This runs to over 50 pages and indicates how complex the process is, if it is
done properly.

CONCLUSION

| will be reporting to the Cabinet in due course about this, should it become
necessary. The review will take 2 F.T.E to complete in 12 months and with
consultation will cost around £70,000. The Borough Council will meet this
sum.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

None immediately and the report gives an estimate of costs should the matter
proceed.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

None.

ANY OTHER IMPLICATIONS

None.

CONSULTATION

None.

APPENDICES

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: -



http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/guidancecommunitygovernance2010
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