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SUMMARY 
 
To consider the outcome of the recent review of polling districts and polling places 
in accordance with the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. That the proposals for the polling districts, polling places and polling stations, 

in the Borough area, as set out in Appendix 1 of the report, be approved.  
 
2. That the Returning Officer be granted delegated authority for keeping polling 

districts and polling places under review and amending any such 
arrangements (following consultation with local Ward Member(s) where there 
is an operational need, prior to the next compulsory Borough wide review 

 
 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To seek to provide reasonable facilities for voting that, so far as is practical, are 
accessible to all electors including those who are disabled.  
 
To comply with the requirements of the Electoral Registration and Administration 
Act 2013. 
 
 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
As set out in the report. 
 
 

 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



REPORT 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, the Council has a duty to 

divide the Borough area into polling districts and designate a polling place for 
each of those districts.   

 
1.2 Polling districts are, in effect, sub divisions of electoral wards.  Each parish 

or parish ward is automatically a polling district in its own right, but then that 
area can be broken down into further polling districts dependant on the size 
of the parish and the number and location of the electors.  Responsibility for 
determining polling district boundaries lies with the Council.  

 
1.3 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is the 

body responsible for determining the ward boundaries and these can only be 
changed following a review by the Commission.  The last review of the 
Borough area was completed in 2014 when the number of wards was 
reduced from 18 to 15 and the number of elected members reduced from 32 
to 30. 

 
1.3 The Council must designate a polling place for every polling district.  In 

determining where polling places should be located the Council must seek to 
ensure that all the electors have such reasonable facilities for voting that are 
practical in the circumstances and that, so far as is reasonable and practical, 
polling places are accessible to all electors, including those who are 
disabled. 

 
1.4 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 requires a review of 

polling districts and polling places to be undertaken every five years.  The 
last review for the Borough area was completed in December 2014. It is 
considered timely to complete the review in advance of the scheduled 
Borough and Parish Council elections in May 2019.  

 
1.5 The only proposed change from the review of 2014 is to the polling place in 

the parish of Benington due to the previous location no longer being 
available.  It is proposed to use the newly refurbished Beonna Centre 
(formerly the parish church) which is in a convenient location within the 
parish and has good access arrangements. 

 
1.6 A schedule of the proposed polling districts and polling places is attached at 

Appendix 1 of this report. 
 
 
2. Consultation Process  
 
2.1 Public notice of the review was given on 5 November 2018 and full details of 

the review were published on the Council’s website.  The period for 
representations to be made on existing and draft proposals was from 5 
November to 17 December 2018.   



 
2.2 As part of the review, draft proposals were prepared and consultation 

undertaken which invited comments from all Borough Councillors, all Parish 
Councils in the Borough area, local political parties, the Boston Disability 
Forum and members of the public. 

 
3. Responses  
 
3.1 Very few responses have been received to the consultation.  Where 

comments have been received they are set out in the proposals attached at 
Appendix 1.   

 
3.2 An objection has been received to the proposal to allocate the electors in the 

OF polling district in the Wyberton Ward to the polling station at the Parish 
Hall, London Road, Wyberton. 

 
3.3 The area in question formerly sat within the South Ward prior to the LGBCE 

review in 2014, and comprises of a small number of properties on Wyberton 
Low Road and the housing estate adjacent to St. Thomas’ School; Bell 
Court, Edison Way, Fleming Court, Sir Isaac Newton Drive, Stephenson 
Close, and Whittle Close.   

 
3.4 There are currently 426 local government electors in the polling district who 

would have previously used St. Thomas’ School as their designated polling 
station.  The school is located within the St. Thomas’ Ward, but the area of 
the properties is now part of the Wyberton Ward following the LGBCE 
review. 

 
3.5 This polling district was created as part of the review in 2014 as it sits 

outside of the Wyberton Parish boundary and therefore needs to be 
identified separately to ensure the electors in that area are not allowed to 
vote in Wyberton Parish Council elections.  This also applies to the polling 
district of OE in the Wyberton Ward.  The polling district contains a small 
number of properties in the London Road area (48 electors), which again 
previously sat within in the South Ward.  No objections have been received 
to the proposal to allocate the OE polling district to the polling station at 
Wyberton Parish Hall. 

 
3.6 Councillor Alison Austin and Councillor Richard Austin have objected to the 

proposal on the grounds of increased travelling issues for the residents, 
likely impact on the turnout at elections, convenience of St. Thomas’ School.  
The full responses are set out below:-  

 
Councillor Alison Austin: 
 
It is unacceptable to send residents of polling district OF to Wyberton Parish 
Hall to vote. Not everyone wants to do a postal vote but they can’t get to that 
polling station without using a car and yet are within 2 minute walk of St 
Thomas’ School and they go to pick their children up from that school. 

 



Formerly they voted at St Thomas’ School and would only return the 
numbers being able to vote there to what they had been before the last 
change. 

 
We shouldn’t be making voting unnecessarily difficult if we want to get higher 
public engagement with local democracy. The local community for these 
residents IS the St Thomas area.  

 
A separate issue that I’d like to air is set out below: 

 
In addition to the location of the polling station, another issue is the impact 
upon the community of the last boundary review. It is highly likely that 
another boundary review will return these electors to St Thomas’ Ward as 
the previous one in 2013 failed to take account of the Quadrant because the 
planning application for it hadn’t been approved at that point. 

 
The residents all live in Skirbeck Quarter and so are eligible for the benefits 
of the Skirbeck Quarter Charities and also BTAC but NOT for anything 
relating to Wyberton Parish. This causes me a lot of extra work because I 
have to produce and print a separate newsletter or put a supplement in 
Richard’ letters to give these residents the required information.  I could have 
coped with the additional houses - the “extra” that I gained was Middlecott 
Close and the area around Newton’s Corner. 

 
In summary: 
1. Get the OF district polling at St Thomas’ School again. 
2. Return that district to the St Thomas’ Ward. 
. 

 
Councillor Richard Austin: 

 
I am pleased that this review will give the chance to change what is a big 
polling difficulty and anomaly for the residents on Sir Isaac Newton Drive, 
Skirbeck Quarter. 

 
Residents now vote for the two Wyberton Borough Councillors of Wyberton 
Ward but not for Wyberton Parish Councillors. 

 
The St Thomas's School polling station is very close to them on Wyberton 
Low Road close to the entrance of the housing estate. Most residents pass 
the school daily and many have children at the school. 

 
At the last election they were asked to make the two mile tortuous journey to 
Wyberton Parish Hall and as a result few did! 

 
Please ensure that, this time, they can vote at their local polling station St. 
Thomas’ School. 

 



4. Options Considered  
 
4.1 Consideration has been given to allocating this area to the polling station at 

St. Thomas’ School.  However, this would require an additional polling 
station to be located within the school to accommodate the two different 
wards of St. Thomas’ and Wyberton.  This would necessitate at least a 
partial closure of the school on polling days.  

 
4.2 Under the current arrangements the school is able to remain open as access 

to the room used for the polling station does not require entry into the main 
school building.  This arrangement maintains security for the school and 
keeps safeguarding issues to a minimum.  

 
4.3 The room currently used is not large enough to accommodate a double 

polling station therefore an additional room would be required which would 
impact on the ability of the school to remain fully open on polling day.  

 
4.4 Every effort is made not to disrupt schools and deny children of a days 

education wherever possible. If suitable alternative locations are available it 
is good practice to use these in preference to school buildings.  However, 
there is no other suitable alternative venue available in the area.  

 
4.5 Research has been undertaken into the number of electors in the polling 

district who voted in the Parliamentary election held in June 2017, the last 
major election in the area, to try and gauge the impact a change in polling 
venue would have on the turnout.   

 
4.6 Of the 347 parliamentary electors affected, 150 voted in person at the polling 

station at Wyberton Parish Hall, and 61 had postal voting arrangements in 
place.  This represents a turnout at the polling station of 43.2% and an 
overall turnout of 57% taking into account returned postal votes. This 
compares well with the total turnout for the constituency of 62.7% 

 
4.7 Whilst convenience and practicality for electors is important when allocating 

to polling stations, this has to be balanced against the impact on the wider 
community.  Having a partial closure of the school would cause considerable 
inconvenience to parents in respect of childcare arrangements and the pupils 
would lose a day of education.   

 
4.8 It is recognised that the proposed polling station of Wyberton Parish Hall is 

just under two miles from the area in question, however electors have the 
option of voting by post if travelling causes difficulties for them. No 
complaints have been received from the electors regarding the location of 
their allocated polling station.  

 
4.9 The Parish Hall has sufficient room to accommodate an additional polling 

station for the OE and OF polling districts of the Ward, which both fall outside 
of the Wyberton Parish Boundary.  Having a separate polling station for 
these districts would ensure that only eligible electors were permitted to vote 
in the elections for Wyberton Parish Council.   



4.10 For elections which were not combined with Parish Council elections, only 
two polling stations would be required as the OE and OF polling districts 
could be joined with the remainder of the Wyberton Ward.  

 
4.11 Having considered all the issues the Returning Officer’s proposal remains for 

the polling district of OF in the Wyberton Ward to be allocated to the polling 
station at Wyberton Parish Hall.   

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Throughout the review process every effort has been made to ensure that electors 
have such reasonable facilities for voting that are as practical in the circumstances, 
and, as so far as is reasonable and practical, polling places are accessible to all 
electors, including those who are disabled. 
 
The proposals set out in Appendix 1 were subject to a public consultation exercise 
and reflect the composition of the Borough Council Wards. 
 
On occasions designated polling stations may become unavailable for use during 
elections owing to the closure of buildings or premises being used for other events.  
The Returning Officer requires approval by the Council in order to change polling 
places at relatively short notice.  It is therefore recommended that delegated 
authority be granted to the Returning Officer following consultation with the relevant 
Ward Member(s) to approve any such changes during an election period.  
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None. 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Council has a legal duty under Section 17 of the Electoral Registration and 
Administration Act 2013 to complete a review of polling districts and polling places 
every five years. 
 

 

ANY OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Representation of the People Act 1983 requires the accessibility needs of 
disabled persons to be taken into account when designating polling places. 
 

 
CONSULTATION 
 
All Members of the Council 
All Parish Councils in the Borough area 
Local branches of political parties 
Boston Disability Forum 
 



 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 
 

APPENDIX 1 Returning Officer’s Proposals 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: - 
 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 
 

Notice of Review of Polling Districts 
and Polling Places 

Democratic Services 
Boston Borough Council website 

Electoral Registration and 
Administration Act 2013 

Democratic Services 

Electoral Commission Guidance on 
the Review of Polling Districts and 
Polling Places 

Democratic Services 
Electoral Commission website – 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 
 

 
A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body.  
 

 


